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Send more Dukes abroad: International experiences give every student a global perspective
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BY ANDREW CENTOFANTE ('05)
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tion. I saw tremendous poverty and experienced human triumph. I
I made a mistake. I spent all four years of my time at JMU at JMU.
To many Dukes this may sound like sacrilege. JMU has one of met people who will forever impact how I view others, and I grew
t e most engaged and dedicated student and alumni communities, tremendously as a person.
and I am proud to be a part of that tradition. Believe me, I bleed
That semester changed my life. I have continued working for
purple. But now, almost 10 years after graduation, my current the Semester at Sea program as the director of brand strategy to
help spread the word about the virtues of international education
wor makes me wish I had the foresight to go abroad as a student.
Today, I sit onboard Semester at Sea's floating university, the and experiential learning.
MV Explorer, as it is docked in Portugal about to send off a new
My experience has been a unique one in that I was fortunate
group of college students to see the world. I work for the Insti- enough to be a part of a study abroad program later in life, but
tute for Shipboard Education, the nonprofit orgaI wish someone had given me a good shake and
nization behind the multi-country, global com- 'I think about my helped guide me toward pursuing international
as a student. I have watched students
parative Study Abroad program Semester at Sea.
future as an ele- education
I have seen the positive impact of international
transform into socially conscious and culturally
mentary school engaged global citizens. I have watched them grow
experiences on JMU students.
Before joining the Institute for Shipboard Edu- educator and
by pushing themselves through unfamiliar situations and sometimes-scary moments when the
cation, I used my skills gained in the JMU School
of Media and Arts and Design for a steady career know that I need world is not what they thought it was. I have seen
in the media world. I held a number of produc- to understand
them develop empathy with citizens of all nationtion jobs in small shops and b-movie sets, shifted
alities, working through cultural barriers to try to
, to in-house creative teams and freelance work, this world to be
understand another person's point of view. I have
and then started my own creative advertising and a good teacher.' seen them become empowered when taking the
reins of their experience. These moments are not
branding agency. Later, a good friend told me _ TAYLOR MCMAHAN ('l 5)
about a job opportunity to sail around the world
well-worn cliches, but pivotal experiences that
with Semester at Sea as the ship videographer. I applied in an shape who these students will become.
instant and before long found myself on a plane flying to Montreal
I surely hope JMU students are embracing the opportunity to
to meet the ship.
engage in a study abroad program. Luckily, I get to meet JMU
I remember thinking how lucky I was but I had no idea what students every semester when they board the ship. I reconnect with
kind of impact this would have on me. I sailed to 15 countries my fellow Dukes and am invigorated with their passion both for
including India, Japan, South Africa and Vietnam, as the ship lit- JMU and their futures. But, we need more students like this, and
erally circumnavigated the globe traveling more than 24,000 nau- we need to continue encouraging students to see the world outside
tical miles. I was introduced to cultures that I had only read about. of the Quad. JMU offers a great number of study abroad options
I stood in places older than anything I had encountered. I learned and we, as alumni, need to help educate the next generation on
about the complexity and interconnectedness of the human condi- why it is essential to have an international experience.
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Page 48: Andrew Centofante ('05), far left, with
summer 2014 Semester at Sea/JMU students
(1-r) Samantha Venables ('16), Ryan Sheppard
('14), Taylor McMahan ('15) and Jamie Ehrler
('16) at the port of Lisbon, Portugal.

Today, as we are docked in Lisbon, Portugal, (Top left): Stefan Peierls ('13) demonstrates how
I have watched students step off the ship with to use a toothbrush to children in the Berber
wide eyes and eager hearts to embrace a new Villages in Morocco. (Top right): Centofante talks
with Archbishop Desmond Tutu while the ship
culture and explore a foreign port for the first was docked in Cape Town South Africa in 2011.
time. T hey will engage with locals and find a
new point of view. They will have moments of
fear as they push through their comfort zones with other Semester at Sea students. "What is
wonderful about this program is that there are
and cultural barriers.
I talked with current JMU students onboard students from all over the country, and I get to
our ship and asked what they were hoping to tell them about how much I love JMU," she said.
In talking with these students I have seen the
get from this experience. College of Education
impact
that studying abroad is having on each of
student Taylor McMahan ('15) blew me away
them.
I
know it will enrich their JMU experience
how
important
it
is
for
her
when she mentioned
to have a global perspective. "I think about my when they return.
I used to think I wouldn't trade my time at
future as an elementary school educator and
JMU
for anything in the world. Now I know the
know that I need to understand this world to
truth,
I wouldn't trade my time at JMU for anybe a good teacher. My students will be from
ffl
diverse backgrounds, and it will be my job to thing BUT the world.
-+ FOLLOW the Semester at Sea blog at www.
help them understand the world they live in."
Samantha Venables ('16), of Manasquan, semesteratsea.org/news-from-the-helm
N.J., says she is excited not only to bring her -+ LEARN MORE about JMU Study Abroad at
experience back to JMU but also to share JMU www.jmu.edu/international/abroad

Calling all Lo,nilo,n.ersf
There's still time to register for the
Semester in London 35th Reunion!
REGISTER NOW AND MAKE PLANS TO COME
BACK TO CAMPUS OCTOBER 24 - 26
Celebrate with London friends, Semester in London directors and FMIRs as you reconnect with
JMU. Whether you were part of the pioneer group from fall 1979, a student in the program's
most recent semester, or a participant from any of the years in between, you'll have a chance
to muse on what your time in London meant to you and how it still informs your life.
Events include a welcome reception at the Festival Center, and a farewell brunch in the Montpelier Room. Separate ticketed events include a performance of The Comedy of Errors at Blackfriars Playhouse in Staunton and the Madison Singers and Chorale concert at the Forbes Center.
For more information on ticketed events and lodging, contact Judy Cohen at (540) 568-6979
or cohenjk@jmu.edu

To register visit alumni.jmu.edu/S1LReunion2014
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The Bodacious Best
Of Snuffy Smith
BY JOHN ROSE ('86)
LULU.COM, 2013
ISBN: 978-1-300- 28330 -0

John Rose
('86) offers a
"bodacious collection" of King
Features popular, long-running
"Barney Google
and Snuffy Smith" comic strip.
The JMU art major is the third
writer-cartoonist to produce the
comic strip - after predecessor
Fred Lasswell and creator Billy
DeBeck. This volume is the first
featuring Rose's work, and he
chose his favorite "Snuffy Smith"
comic strips from 2004 to 2013
for inclusion. Rose's "Barney Google and Snuffy Smith" comic strip
runs in hundreds of newspapers
worldwide.

-+ See more at www.
snuffysmithcomics.com

Painkiller Ghosts
BY J . MARC HARDING ( ' 98)
XLIBR IS CORP., 2013

English major and
creative writing minor
Marc Harding ('98)
served as a photographer for the student
arts magazine Gardy
Loo. His Painkiller
Ghosts' lead Thymothy
X. Exler moves back
home with his mother. Suzanne,
to get stability after his girlfriends'
death. He changes his name to
Thyme and witnesses a tragedy
that changes the direction of his
life. Meanwhile, Suzanne is stalked
and threatened by a man she
dated briefly, and Thyme takes
matters into his own hands. Soon,
the man begins appearing in the
lives of Thyme's friends with disturbing consequences.

-+ Contact Harding at pain
killerghosts@yahoo.com
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